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SENATE BILL NO. 171

AN ACT TO PERMIT AND REGULATE THE COMPASSIONATE USE OF CANNABIS
AND PROVIDE PENALTIES THEREFOR.

A pr i son  o r  j a i l  impac t  s t a t emen t  has  been  r eques t ed  on  SB171 .  The  Legi s l a t i ve
Resea rch  Counc i l  r e sea rched  and  ana lyz ed  s t a t i s t i c s  f rom s t a t e s  where
mar i juana  i s  cu r ren t ly l ega l  fo r  med ica l  pu rposes .   I t  d id  no t  cons ide r  t he  impac t
to  s t a t e  r evenue ,  bus iness ,  l aw  e n f o r c ement  ex penses ,  r egu la to ry cos t s ,  o r
soc i e t a l  cos t s .   The  Legis la t ive  Resea rch  Counc i l  conc luded  tha t  a  por t i on  o f  t he
s t a t e ' s  cu r ren t  mar i j uana  use r s  wou ld  qua l i fy t o  use ,  s e l l ,  o r  t r ans fe r  med ica l
mar i juana  and  thus  p reven t  a  number  o f  mar i juana  conv ic t ions .  However,  i t  a l so
conc luded  tha t  s t a t e s  t ha t  have  enac t ed  mar i j uana  l aws  have  seen  a  subsequen t
inc rease  i n  ove ra l l  mar i j uana  u s age ,  dependence ,  and  abuse  i n  adu l t s  wh ich
wou ld  es sen t i a l l y o ff se t  any sav ings  f rom cu r ren t  i l l ega l  mar i juana  use r s  be ing
ab le  t o  ob ta in  mar i juana  l ega l ly fo r  med ica l  pu rposes .  As  a  r esu l t ,  t h i s  measu re
wi l l  l i ke ly have  a  min imal  ne t  impac t  on  p r i son  and  j a i l  cos t s .  
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